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This Steamboat Springs home is all about the views 

HEAVEN SENT A FAMED DENVER RECTORY GETS NEW LIFE AS A BEAUTIFUL, COZY ABODE

ONE FOR THE BOOKS
CREATE A LIBRARY THAT 

GUESTS CAN’T STOP 
TALKING ABOUT

HIT REFRESH
THE LATEST TRENDS 

FROM THE EXPERTS AT 
SHOWROOM@ 

FURNITURE ROW

MOD SQUAD 
A LOHI CONTEMPORARY 

TAILOR-MADE FOR 
ENTERTAINING

BIG, BOLD DESIGN
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“YOU CAN’T use up creativity. The more you use, the more you have,” said 
Maya Angelou. As always, she knew what she was talking about. The five local 
companies featured in this section—from Boulder’s Juniper Books to Denver’s 
Danish-inspired Hygge Life to Indian Hills’s Mirada Fine Art—are living proof 
that creative thought leads to beautiful, smart spaces. Dive in. 

Books That Tell a Story
Street art mural installations from 
Thatcher Wine’s 2016 TEDx Talk in 
RiNo. (Turn the page for more.)
juniperbooks.com

design crush
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Wide-ranging projects
Inside Stories by Duet Design Group advises clients on a 
range of jobs, from designing a living room to redoing a 
bathroom or kitchen.
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Sometimes you want an en-
tire seven-course, prix fixe 
meal, and other times just 
an entrée with a side. This 

was the theory behind Inside Stories, a 
spinoff company of Duet Design 
Group. “In 2014, we turned away 68 job 
opportunities because they desired ‘a 
la carte’ services,” says Devon Tobin, 
one of the cofounders, with Miranda 
Cullen, who created Duet Design 
Group six and a half years ago. Duet 
has since become one of the most 
sought-after interior design firms in 
Denver. Here are Tobin’s comments 
about Inside Stories.

How are Inside Stories’ services dif-
ferent from Duet Design Group’s?
“Duet’s designs are all-encompassing, 
down to the art and accessories. Duet 
appeals to the client who says, ‘I don’t 
want to do just one room at a time. I 
prefer to do the entire house at once.’ 
In contrast, Inside Stories serves those 
who choose to do their design one step 
at a time. In addition, they want to be 
an integral part of the process, from 
selection to implementation.”

What is the Inside Stories process ?
“It is very similar to what we do at Duet 
Design Group. A designer has an initial 

consultation with a client; they discuss 
the client’s needs, desires, budget and 
style. The designer, who is paid an 
hourly rate, with a three-hour mini-
mum, creates a schematic design, 
which checks all the boxes, and pres-
ents it to the client. Inside Stories dif-
fers in that if a client wants to purchase 
the designer’s images, she could. Alter-
natively, the client could choose to pay 
the designer an hourly rate to pur-
chase it at the designer discounts. Duet 
is a full-service company—purchas-
ing, installing and following through if 
errors occur. With Inside Stories, the 
client coordinates all of this.”

INSIDE STORIES BY  
DUET DESIGN GROUP 
303.783.9327 
insidestories.com

Design à la carte
FOR HOMEOWNERS LOOKING TO DO ONE ROOM AT A TIME, INSIDE 
STORIES BY DUET DESIGN GROUP IS THE ANSWER.  BY AMANDA BONNER



[ 94 ]dlmhomeanddesign.com  |  fall • winter 2017

design crush

EM
ILY

 M
IN

TO
N

 R
ED

FI
EL

D

Give us a hypothetical example of a 
master bedroom redo.
“If your budget is $10,000, the client 
understands that the cost of the 
designer to design the space might 
be $850. S o then the client has a 
budget o $9,150. The designer prices 
the items needed for the room. If 
the client agrees, the designer mea-
sures your space, inventories the 
furniture you want to keep and 
checks out fabrics, etc. When she 
returns—in a week to two weeks—
she has designed your space and 
presents an interactive presenta-
tion. At that point, the client is al-
lowed to change up to three things, 
like the lamps. The client and the 
designer will work together to select 
the item. By the time the designer 
leaves, the client will have the en-
tire finished floor plan both on 
print and on a USB drive, including 
all prices. Additionally, the designer 
will show the discounts Duet has if 
we buy the product.”

Talk about the designers who work 
for Inside Stories.
“We currently have three very good 
designers at Inside Stories, and ev-
eryone we hire has a degree in inte-
rior design—it’s no different than a 
law degree or an architecture de-
gree. Miranda and I are mentoring 
them to be great independent busi-
ness owners. We provide the train-
ing, we give continual support and 
advice on things like scale, and we 
provide the infrastructure—the 
leads, the computer programs, the 
business cards—but they remain 
self-managers. And they are ex-
tremely busy. Our intent is to keep 
bringing on more designers.”

What’s a typical Inside Stories 
customer?
“We have a huge spectrum of cli-
lents—millennials, seniors and ev-
eryone in between. They all want to 
freshen things up without doing a 
full facelift. And they want to put 
their own stamp on things.”   ✚

Uniquely yours
“Inside Stories clients want to put their 
own stamp on things,” says Devon Tobin.


